
 
Ahoi:  Well, I graduated in ’46 and I enjoyed my stay here at Kamehameha 
no doubt.  In comparison to what they do now and what we paid before at 
about 60 some odd dollars, I can’t see how they could have afforded us at 
that time.  I worked on the farm and did all the chores that we’re supposed to 
because it was cheap going to Kamehameha.  Education was pretty good – I 
thought so.   
 When I graduated I went into the Army right away.  Came back from 
the Army – I spent 2 years in the Army.  I was given all the perks that they 
gave at that time.  I went to college after that.  They accepted all of my 
credits from Kamehameha.  My first college was at College of Emporia in 
Kansas with 17 other boys from Hawaii.  Not necessarily from Kamehameha 
and from there I went to Lehigh University in Pennsylvania and came back 
to Hawaii and employed at American Sanitary Laundry and then a San 
Francisco company and then finally winding up at Mid-Pac Lumber 
Company and I became the Vice-President and Marketing Director at Mid- 
Pac Lumber.  I worked there for 20 odd some years and my association with 
Kamehameha continued.   
 I was fortunate to form the Kamehameha Booster Club, it was called 
“Hui Nakoa ÿO Kamehameha”.  We had all the support of the parents to 
support the kids in athletics primarily and to offer them scholarships too.  
Also, it really became somewhat a large part of Kamehameha at that time.  
 I was very close and associated with Mr. Richard Lyman.  At the time 
he was the head of the Board of Trustees.  I was more involved with him in 
the beginning with the properties of the Bishop Estate and our billing of 
contractors.  And he was very supportive of my efforts as far as the booster 
clubs were concerned.   
 Eventually, I became more involved with him and Kamehameha in 
several instances where in the building of Kekuhauÿpio, he had asked me to 
monitor the construction of Kekuhauÿpio at the time.  I helped with the 
construction as far as providing the materials for Kekuhau’pio.  I think the 
construction was Royalty Construction Company.  At the time when it was 
just about completed Mr. Lyman asked me if I would go and check the 
building and he had already made plans for the dedication of the 
Kekuhauÿpio in place.  He wanted Kahu David Kaupu to do the dedication 
of the building was currently finished.  I made an appointment with Kahu 
Kaupu and we walked through the building and checked all the different 
places.  I told him the purpose of his approval of the building was because 
Papa Lyman had wanted him to do the dedication of the building.  But after 
walking through all the different areas of the building, Kahu said “Ahoi, I’m 
sorry, but I can’t dedicate this building as it is.”  I asked him, I said “why?”  



He said,  “Well…” and he pulled out his piece of paper that he had written 
all the discrepancies and short comings of Kekuhauÿpio.  The bathrooms 
were incomplete, electrical things weren’t finished, several rooms weren’t 
painted.  And he told me as far as the Hawaiian way of life is concerned, the 
building has to be ready to provide services for the children of Hawaii.  I 
says, “Oh?  And the building is not complete.  But you can tell Mr. Lyman 
he can get anyone else to come and dedicate the building whoever he wanted 
– it wouldn’t hurt him.”   
 So I went back to Mr. Lyman and I told him Papa…I guess I’m one of 
the first one’s to call him Papa…I said, “Kahu doesn’t want to dedicate the 
building.”  He looked at me and he was startled.  He said “Why?”  I said, 
“Well, because according to Kahu, the building wasn’t ready to provide 
services for these Hawaiian children.  It has to be completed in total.” “Oh? 
“ He was so surprised.  He said “No, I want Kahu to do it.”   
 So he called his engineer to come downstairs in front of me to…I 
think his name was Mr. Hiroki?...I’m not sure.  I want you to listen to what 
Sonny has to say and after I told him what the short comings of the building.  
He was in charge of the buildings for Bishop Estate at that time.  So Mr. 
Lyman made a direct order to him, “I want you to get a hold of Royalty 
Construction Company and I want you to work them if you have to, 24 
hours a day.  I want that building to be complete and ready to be dedicated at 
the time it’s supposed to be…”  Oh, he was all nervous. “…but I want that 
building complete.”  So I went.  “When it’s all done, you call Sonny and 
check that building.”   
 It didn’t take all that long, about a week and a half; he called me up.  
And I said, “Okay.”  I called Reverend Kaupu again and I said, “Kahu let’s 
go check the building again.  Papa Lyman wants you to do the dedication – 
he didn’t want anybody else but Kahu Kaupu.”  Kahu said, “Come pick me 
up.”  He was happy he was wanted by Papa Lyman to do the dedication.  So, 
we went to check the building.  He brought out his piece of paper.  He was 
checking off the short comings.  I didn’t say a thing.  Kahu said, “Ahoi, 
pololei.”  I guess in Hawaiian his way of saying to me the building met the 
requirements and he would be proud to do the dedication of the building.  If 
he would accept me again I will.  I said,  “Okay, thank you.”   
 So I went back to Bishop Estate and met with Papa Lyman and I told 
him,  “Kahu Kaupu said, ‘pololei,’ the building meets all the requirements to 
provide services to the Hawaiian children.  He would be proud to do the 
dedication.”  He said, “Right on, Sonny!” (laughter)  He wanted only Kahu 
Kaupu to do the dedication, he didn’t want anyone else and on the day of the 
dedication he said, “You’re coming aren’t you?”  I said, “Well, maybe,” 
because I had other things to do.  I didn’t want to get involved because he 



had all those other people invited to come to the dedication, but he was so 
proud.  I could see Papa’s face and the building was in perfect shape.  Nice.  
Then later, our association with Kamehameha, he called me again.  If you 
know where the Heritage Center is?  He said, “Sonny, can you help me with 
the planting of the Tamarind tree?”  “Well,”  I said, “I’d be proud to do it, 
Papa.”  So, I went up to Kamehameha, took my wife and my daughter 
Kealoha, had a shovel and planted the Tamarind tree and as I went down 
yesterday, or the other day, I saw that Tamarind tree.  It was loaded with 
tamarind.  
 
Harriette:  It’s so beautiful! 
 
Ahoi:  This is the tree the Princess used to spend all of her time.  I told him,  
“I’m so happy,”  and he was so proud.  I was happy to do a few things for 
him.  Papa was a man of Hawaiiana in him all the way and an instance when 
I should go back to him was when I was the President of the Booster Club.  
 Some of the parents complained to me, “You know, Ahoi, it’s not 
right for our football team to practice all the way to 5:30 p.m. and then when 
they get through they go to the terminal and catch the bus home.  By the 
time they get home, they haven’t eaten and they tired and have a hard time 
studying.”  So I asked them, “Why, the school didn’t feed the kids?”  They 
said, “No.”  So I said, “What!?  So, I went back to Papa Lyman.  I said, 
“You know Papa, that’s not right!  They have the boys and they play for 
Kamehameha and they have to back home to Waialua – whereever they 
come from on the bus.  They haven’t bathed, they haven’t eaten and they 
never feed them.”  I think the President at the time was Mr. Jack Carver?  So 
he told me, “Don’t worry Sonny.”  By the next week the parents were 
calling me, “Oh, they’re feeding our sons again!”   I said, “Oh, wonderful 
that’s good.”  (laughing) “ Thank you, Papa.”  This is my connection – I try 
to help as much as I could, give back to Kamehameha in my own way.  We 
worked hard with the booster club.  We were able to support the football 
team and take them to the mainland for the first time, fundraising and all that 
with the families that were involved.  And that continued.   
 I also wanted to make another.  My father was also a graduate of 
Kamehameha in 1917, and I have a picture at home of the class that 
graduated.  All the boys were in uniform, the gray uniform.  That was nice.  
So that’s primarily what my connection with Kamehameha is, but I’ve been 
associated…Whenever we could help we did.  We’ve had several booster 
clubs together at my place at Poipu Drive before and it worked out pretty 
well.  I just try to…like I told my wife… sometimes, we feel like we’re 



giving a little too much because everything was for Kamehameha, but I’m 
very proud and listening to Janet Zisk again.   
 I’m very happy to say that she’s very knowledgeable.  I became a 
President where we live right now in the state of Washington in Federal 
Way, Washington.  But at the time we belonged to a Kamehameha Club up 
there and we were able to bring her during our celebration of Pauahi’s 
Legacy.  Not her birthday, but her legacy.  We celebrate it every year.  So 
Janet had come up and made a speech.  It was excellent.  And recently, we 
also had Dee Jay Mailer come up to Washington and the last one we had this 
past January was with Trustee Nainoa Thompson and we will continue this 
celebrating her legacy and Kamehameha Alumni up in Washington has 
grown tremendously.   
 Our programs now up there have really reached the Hawaiian people.  
The Hawaiian halaus have really grown to teach the children.  That’s our 
purpose to reconnect the people with their Hawaiian heritage.  In trying to 
do it, we have Hawaiian canoe races, halaus going, Hoÿolauleas, we have 
teaching.  It’s just grown.  The younger members of our Kamehameha 
Alumni have really taken over.  I wanna to see if I can meet with the 
Athletic Director.  I don’t know who is it? 
 
 
 
 
Harriette:  There are so many memories.  I treasure them, really.  It’s well, 
to be honest, really be honest, I always say and I tell my friends…my friends 
up on the mainland and what not, if someone asked me in my lifetime what 
is the most treasureable memories that you have, and I will always tell them,  
my family is my family, so they’re set aside, that’s just…it’ll always be 
there,  but other than that, the most treasureable things to me, my days at  
Kamehameha.  I was here in 19…I came in as a 7th grader in 1940 so when 
the world war coming in the…the Japan war, Dec. 7, I was here as an 8th 
grader.   
 We lived up on campus for 2 weeks before we were able to go home.  
And we learned a lot about Kamehameha as far as the buildings.  We had to 
eat dinner about 3:00 in the afternoon, so we had all of that you know… so 
things that I remember most is time because we got so close.  In my class, 
we only had 72 boys and girls and we were a very small class.  So during 
that period when we were here before they – I guess they had to make 
arrangements with our families if they were home and what not before they 
delivered us.  They took us right to our doorsteps.  The buses took every 
child back to their homes.   



 We stayed here, we ate, we slept so when the sirens went out at night, 
that’s what we were talking…some of our classmates yesterday – “Ah you 
remember when the sirens used to go off at night time?”  Go into the 
basement with the pillow and blanket.  Those are very memorable days to 
me.  I remember. I treasure them very much as a youngster.  
  And then after that we (pointing to Ahoi) got together and now it’s 
the most memorable time for us.  We’ve been together for 57 years.  Right 
from school.  Like I said we didn’t know each other…we knew each other, 
but we weren’t boyfriend/girlfriend… But it was very memorable.   
 


