
Aloha:  When I came to Kamehameha I was known as Aloha Naipo.  But I went to the 
University, they said you are June, not Aloha.  So Aloha is my middle name. June Aloha 
Naipo, and I am now married to Shimoda so it’s now June Aloha Naipo Shimoda.  I came 
from Kapa’au in Kohala Hawaii.  My father was Hiram K. Naipo, he was pure Hawaiian.  
My mother was Mary Akui Liu, she was half Chinese and half Hawaiian.  I had seven 
brothers and three sisters.  My father ran the Soda Works and furnished all the plantations 
in North Kohala with soda water.  So many people who lived then will remember his 
soda water.. 
 
I grew up in Kohala with many friends.  Most of them Japanese, Filipino, Chinese and 
not as many Hawaiians.  So, I was not really versed in Hawaiian things except I did take 
hula from an Aunty Lei Lincoln and that’s the only Hawaiian thing I learned until I came 
to Kamehameha.  So although I came to Kamehameha as a junior and graduated the 
following year, I learned many things Hawaiian that I remember till until today… 

------------- 
Roselle:  Aloha and I were roommates our senior year and she had a room by herself and 
there was a basin in between and Lurline Thomas Lee were roommates and when Aloha 
left we were so devastated because she was student body President. I was supposed to be 
the Vice President and they said oh no, give a junior a chance, train her.  So when Aloha 
went to Leahi, Luana Lyman who was a junior became the president and I was finally 
voted the Secretary, student body secretary.  And we had a teacher our senior year and 
she was an exchange teacher and everybody had to do a report.  She didn’t tell us until 

the 24
th

 student had gotten through their report, she said we had to outline it and it was 
due a certain date.  We’re boarders and we only had 2 hours of study hall, supervised 
study hall.  And so after the lights were out we would sneak into the bathroom with the 
night light very small night light.  And so we were at one end of the building and Dr. 
Fredrick and the faculty was at the other part, Dorm L, I guess because it was in the shape 
of an L.  It’s called Kinaü Hale now.  And one night she looked up and she saw a light on 
in the basin area.  And Aloha tried to put a blanket up, but we got caught.  The next day 
the three of us had to report to the office.  And we had explained what had happened.  So 
from then on she told the faculty you only give a half hour of homework for each night, 
like if you had Monday, Wednesday, Friday you only had one and a half hours of 
homework for that week. Not four hours where we had to sneak and do our homework.  
And if we were going to get kicked out of school everybody, the whole class was going 
to rebel and the whole class was going to leave school… 

----------- 
Inter:  Fond memories, favorite teachers, kalohe times?  
  
Aloha:  I liked all the teachers. (laugh)  
  
Roselle:  You know Ms. Duke was our class advisor.  She became Mrs. Wilkinson.  
When we graduated we sang at her wedding at the Olivette Baptist Church and we were 
all in our dress gowns that we had graduated in cause we had all made our own dresses 
and senior year actually not all of us had homemaking.  So those who had chorus or 
another elective we were allowed to go to dressmakers.  We had to have a fashion show 
before and she would look and say “oh, your hem is crooked or your thing is too low.  
Those were the ones that the dressmakers made.  The ones that we sewed were perfect!  
(laughs)  So when Miss Duke got married we sang at her wedding and after she left 



Kamehameha, and she was from North Carolina. (spoken with a southern twang & a 
laugh)  When she first came we didn’t understand, she was our home ec teacher and we 
couldn’t understand her because she had that southern accent. And she’d say girls, do you 
have your hirenets –(southern accent)  and everyone’s hand would go up and she’d say, 
you know what you cover your hair with.  Because we had to cook and stuff.   
Aloha:  Hairnets.  (Laughter)  
  
Roselle:  Yah hairnets.  But she would say hirenets.  She said we spoke like them with the 
slowness and oh there was one time this teacher that was the commercial, they called it 
commercial because you were either commercial or college prep.  The two sections either 
blue or white.  And she has this class and she goes to the office and says “Mrs. Mookini” 
that’s the secretary, “the girls gave me a (oh I better not say this on tape [laughter] )  
Because Miss Duke’s name was Nalani she wanted a Hawaiian name.  They gave her the 
name Puhiolani.  They told her it meant heavenly scent.  She thought it was spelled 
SENT but it actually meant something else.  When she told Mrs. Mookini, she went 
straight to the class with her hands on her hips, who gave her that name?  Pink slip!  That 
was the disciplinary action. (laughter)  You’d get detention, I guess the bus would leave 
at 8, 9:30 and 11:00 that was the last bus. And so we’d try to get all of our work done so 
we could get the bus and go out.  We’d try to catch the earliest bus as possible. 
Sometimes we’d go to 3 movies a day because you know you go to Hawaii Theater, King 
Theater and then the Princess Theater was the last one.  But we had to be sure we caught 
the bus at 5:00 down on Waikamilo and at that time there was no bus shelter.  Just kiawe 
trees across from the water thing down Waikamilo Road.  That’s where we caught the 
bus.  
  
Inter:  You mean down by Farrington?  
  
Roselle: Yah, that’s where we caught the bus.  Then later on they built the terminal.   
  
Aloha:  The one thing I really liked was memorizing grace. We had to memorize the 
Lord’s Prayer in Hawaiian and we said those at times for dinner and all the meals.  It was 
a little bit different for me because with my father away and the family everybody was 
always running and you never really sat down together.  Before the war there were twelve 
of us around the table and we always sat down, said grace and had a wonderful time 
eating.  But once my dad left and my older brother and sister it never seemed to happen 
again.  But when I came to Kamehameha it was all there.  I really enjoyed that even 
though it was just a year and a half.  I was one of these very aggressive kid cause I grew 
up with these aggressive Japanese.  I had to always be competing with them.   
When I entered oratorical contests in Kohala they would say “oh, who’s that Hawaiian 
girl over there talking so much?”  and it was always me.  So when I came to 
Kamehameha it wasn’t different.  Here I was a new student and nobody knew me and I’m 
up there giving an oratorical speech and they’re saying who’s that?  I came in second 
place to Barbara… 

---------------- 
Inter:  Oh, how cute.  If you were to speak to our keiki that are here at Kamehameha and 
future keiki coming in, what kind of words of advice can you give them?   
  
Roselle:  Study hard and be obedient to your parents and your kupuna.  We don’t know 
everything, I’m the first to admit it.  :Like we weren’t taught Hawaiian, we had to learn 



English and speak English.  I’m so proud of my grandchildren, they speak Hawaiian.  
Two of them have had 4 years of Hawaiian Language.  And so we told our “senior” 
grandson to call us everyday and give us the word of the day and from day to day we 
forget the word from before.   So one day he calls “tutu ……-------nïnau.  I said what is 
that?  He said I have a question for you.  So that’s the word nïnau.  And so we said 
what’s the word he told us?  I can’t remember.  So I said we have to write it down.  But 
that’s what we’ve asked him to do to help us learn Hawaiian.    
  
Aloha:  I think from my experience my children they may not say it, but I can see it in 
them that they have this feeling towards people.  The way they treat their friends.  
Sometimes you can have a friend that’s not very nice but you can always find something 
good in a person and that’s what I’ve always said, you look for the good and you care for 
your friends.  Even if their not your friends.    
  
Inter:  I have that too.  I feel that’s their individuality.   
  
Roselle:  We pray pretty hard that we can be kind to each other. (laughter)  We have a 
couple that can be very trying, but we have to remember our prayer.  I was on the 
deputation team.  Our class ended up with nine ministers and at that time there weren’t 
too many Hawaiian ministers.  So Reverend Mullholand said he wanted to see some 
Hawaiian Ministers.  So the deputation team went out.  Reverend Deshay was still here 
that first year.  So we went out with Reverend Deshay to Lanaÿi and Molokaÿi.  Reverend 
Kaina and Reverend Kaopuiki’s from Lanaÿi,  Roberta Silva is from the Big Island and 
we went to these different places.    
  
Inter:  Any other stories that you have to share?  
  
Roselle:  We went our senior year and in those days you don’t go without a chaperone.  
But since Reverend Desha retired we met him up in Hilo and then he stayed one day in 
Hilo to marry Larry Mehau and Beverly Rogers.  He said you kids go to Kalapana 
because that’s where William was from and he said I’ll meet you there.  So William 
drove the car.  And they had just finished filming “Bird of Paradise” and so the warm 
springs the water was red because it was supposed to be like red lava and so we kind of 
played water then we drove ourselves and they had a big luau for us.  They had no 
electricity at night so they had the generators going.  And the boys even took us in the 
cave. “Ahhh, where’s Dr. Fredrick?”  (laughing)  in the lava tubes. And so we said 
William can we come out?  He said don’t worry.  So we came out of the tube and there’s 
this big cliff down to the ocean.  William, so we had to back up crawling half way back 
up.  But we ended up with 9 ministers in our class.  Not all Protestant ministers, we have 
Seventh Day Adventists and ours is still active the Beach Ministry that’s McAngus and 
he’s had kids up here too.  He’s not with us this week because he said that his son is 
graduating from college.   
  
Inter:  Is there anything else that you would like to share?  
  
Roselle:  No I believe that’s all.  
  
Inter:  Okay, I’d like to say Mahalo….  
 



 


