
Frank:  Track and field is what I got into. I enjoyed that.  It was good.  
Kamehameha has done so much for me, but more so after I left.  Only 
because I realized then, there is so much I had missed while going to 
Kamehameha. 
 
Interviewer:  Like what?   
 
Frank:  Oh, God.  Like what ah… I wasn’t a good student, not a great 
student.  I know Kamehameha tries to get a 100% to college, but let’s face it, 
every kid is not college-bound students.  There are some that are going to be 
doctors, lawyers, and teachers, but there are others that’s not.  And I was one 
of those who felt that college was not going to benefit me.   
 After I graduated from high school, I went to California to go to an 
aircraft and engine school.  Another student and classmate of mine and I 
went to Glendale, California.  The Korean War was already going on, so I 
was getting ready to be drafted, so I joined the Air Force.  The Korean War 
was a big change in our lives.  It was something I wasn’t looking forward to.  
It was something that was there.  However, it did benefit me.  I learned a lot 
when I was in the service.  I learned what the Civil War was really all about.  
The real Civil War.  The Civil War, the north and the south.  But anyway,  
 
Interviewer:  The U.S. Civil War? 
 
Frank:  Yes, the United States Civil War back in the old days. (Chuckle)  
When I got discharged I went back to college. 
 
Interviewer:  Did you go to Korea? 
 
Frank:  No, I went to Japan.  I ferried airplanes between California and 
Japan.   
 When I got discharged, I had the GI bill and still being only 22 years 
old, I still didn’t know exactly what I wanted to do, but I did go to college 
using the GI Bill as a benefit.  It helped me.  I went on to college.  I found a 
full-time job working for Lockheed Missiles and Space Company down in 
Ontario, California…Lockheed Aircraft Services in southern California.  
The missile business was just opening up in the late 50’s.  These were the  
 
days of the cold war.  Another war.  It’s a different kind of war.  So using 
the GI bill.  I went to college and got a degree in Business and Industrial 
Management and a minor in engineering.   



 I started working at Lockheed building spy satellites.  Spy satellites 
back in those days was what we used to track everything, and everybody 
throughout the world as to what they were doing.  You could pick a color of 
a car from space.  We knew exactly who was doing what to whom.  And this 
was the kind of business I was in.  It was highly classified business and I 
enjoyed it.  We weren’t killing anybody.  We weren’t. We were doing 
surveillance. 
 
Interviewer:  Providing information. 
 
Frank:  Providing surveillance for all of the other organizations.  The CIA, 
the NSI, NAS.  It was a pretty good job and I enjoyed it.  I worked for 
Lockheed for 36 years and I retired.   
 After 36 years I lived in Sunnyvale, California.  It was a good job like 
I said, I enjoyed it.  Raised a wife and 2 kids and I had a good life.  Yes, my 
college tremendously helped me.   
 But when you first get out of high school, you really don’t know what 
you want.  And if you don’t know what you want, don’t sit around and pick 
your nose and  decide what you want do. Get into the service.  Do something 
that will at least help you decide what you want to do.  There are a 
tremendous amount of opportunities.  Like I said, not everyone knows if 
they want to be a lawyer, a doctor or a teacher right out of high school.  But 
there are so many other things.   
 As our Aliÿi Pauahi said, “All she’s after is industrious men and 
women.”  And there are a tremendous amount of activities, jobs and 
opportunities that will make you industrious men and women.  
 
Interviewer:  Now, just to go back when you were at Kamehameha, what 
were your favorite courses? 
 
Frank:  Well, (chuckle).  My favorite courses.  Well let’s see.  I liked Math, 
I enjoyed math.  I wasn’t very good in English, but I liked Math.  Of course, 
we all like Phys Ed.  Back in my days also, I forgot to mention, at 
Kamehameha we had vocational courses.  Six weeks of various shops.  I 
think it was the sophomore year.  Six weeks of electrical, six weeks of auto, 
six weeks of woodwork, six weeks of machine shop, six weeks of printing.  
And after those six weeks, you determine whether you want to continue on  
with college, or pursue a vocational program.   
 I pursued a vocational program in the auto business.  Auto mechanics. 
And I liked it.  In fact my senior year, I spent the first 6 months of my senior 
year, 2 weeks on and 2 weeks off.  I was going to school for 2 weeks and 



working for American Hawaiian Motors for 2 weeks.  We were detailing 
cars that came in from the mainland.  I realized then, that hey, I gotta find a 
better job than this.  There’s jobs out there, but this is not my cup of tea.   
 
Interviewer:  Why was that? 
 
Frank:  Because…it was dirty, it was, ah, I wasn’t worried about the pay, 
because I figured if I got a better job, I’d get better pay.  It was a very dirty 
job.   
 We had to pick up cars from the pier that came off the barges.  Now 
they bring them on those nice big container ships.  But back then they came 
off of barges and we had to crawl underneath the cars and cut the U bolts so 
that we could drive the cars to the shop.   
 But like I said, I worked two weeks on at American Hawaiian Motors 
and two weeks back in class.  I was eligible to graduate in early ‘50, ‘51 but 
I elected to stay with my class and graduate with the class of ’51.  Again, 
Kamehameha was a military academy.  It was strict, it was disciplined and 
there were no “and.”  “if,” “what,”  or “buts.”   
 
Interviewer:  How did you feel about that? 
 
Frank:  At the time I – it’s like everything else, you have to accept it.  It’s 
like night and day.  I remember the first year I was in the 8th grade, the 
senior took me under his wing – introduced me to my closet full of clothes.  
He said, “This is your clothes, you don’t have to worry what you’re gonna 
wear tomorrow, or tomorrow night, it’s going to be all the same. You don’t 
have to worry about what pants or what shirt.”  I’ll never forget that.  But the 
seniors were tough.  They were really, really tough.  And they knew they 
were tough.  They did things to us 8th graders, even today I eat fast because 
in the 8th grade if you didn’t sit down and eat fast, you didn’t eat.   
 
Interviewer:  Why? 
 
Frank:  ‘Cause the seniors ate all the food.  But now they don’t do that 
anymore, see.  But it’s unfortunate that Kamehameha doesn’t have that 
military anymore.  I think that they need it and the kids need to be more  
disciplined, more controlled, they need to understand that, hey, life is not all 
peaches and cream – you know.  You got the good and the bad.  And not 
everyone is going to become president, or CEO, or COO, but, hey, you still 
have to be a gentleman, you have to be a good student.  But being a good 



student doesn’t necessarily have to be all As, you know.  You can be a B , C 
student and still be a good student.   
 
Interviewer:  Favorite teacher, friends? 
 
Frank:  Well, let’s see.  The best person I ever had here at Kamehameha 
that saved me a couple of times was Mr. Alan Bailey.  He was as far as I’m 
concerned “The” most wonderful guy at the school.   
 I got kicked out of American History class because I was reading a 
book for my next class and coach…the American History teacher at that 
time was a gentleman by the name of Mountain, Mr. Mountain.  He was our 
varsity football coach.  But because I never play football,  I wasn’t too 
concerned, but I was trying to catch up on my next class.  But because I 
wasn’t paying attention, he removed me from class for two weeks.  So I 
spent the next two weeks in Mr. Bailey’s class…in Mr. Bailey’s office 
during that class period.  Mr. Bailey always said to me, “Pinho, you’re going 
to have to shape up.”  And I said, “Yes sir.”  (laugh) 
 
Interviewer:  And you did.   
 
Frank:  And I did.   
 
Interviewer:  How about good friends that you made?   
 
Frank:  Yes, I had several good friends.  A guy named Clifford Chee.  After 
we left Kamehameha,  we both went to Glendale.  He and I both started the 
aircraft and engineering classes together.  But again, you have to remember 
this is in 1951.   
 When I left Kamehameha and went to California I was dark 
complected.  Read an ad in the paper looking for an apartment in Glendale.  
And so I went up, knocked on the door, had the paper in my hand.  I 
knocked on the door and said,  “You have an ad in the paper for an 
apartment. We’d like to look at it.”  She said, “Well I don’t rent to 
Mexicans. ”   I said,  “Well, I’m not a Mexican ma’am.  I just came by to 
rent.  I’m a Hawaiian.”  She said, “No, I’ve lived here in California for 
twenty years and I know a Mexican when I see one.”  I said, “Okay.”  So we  
left.  The next apartment we came to I had Clifford knock on the door and 
we got the apartment.  Not because he was Chinese, but because she didn’t 
care what nationality you were.  Of course today, hey, that’s against the law.  
These are the kind of things that have changed.  It will continue to change.  
 But I have several good friends over here at Kamehameha.  I’m here 



for my 55th reunion and it’s always nice to come back.  55 years is an awful 
long, long time.   
 
Interviewer:  The good life.  Where are you living now?   
 
Frank:  I’m living in San Jose, California now.  Like I said I retired from 
Lockheed in 1992.  I was in and out of the real estate business for about 20 
years prior to ‘92.  I got involved pretty good and when I retired I got my 
broker’s license and went back into real estate, but then  I decided, hey, I’m 
getting too old for all this worrying whether the house is going to close, or 
not, or if the house was going to leak.  Yes, you make good money, but you 
have to earn it.  I decided this is too much, been there, done that, I’m 
through.   
 So I’m driving a shuttle.  I’m driving a shuttle for a Mercedes 
dealership, two days a week.  I’m very active with my Shriner’s.  I’m a 
Shriner.  Shriner’s are the guys that contribute to 22 hospitals in the nation.  
It’s a philanthropy that we contribute to the kids.  The kids that get taken in 
to these hospitals are taken in all for free.  It doesn’t cost any of the parents a 
dime to take care of club feet, bone problems and things like this.  And this 
is what the Shriner’s is.   
 I’m also active with the Northern California Alumni Association; I’m 
also very active with my Hawaiian Club.  So we have a Hawaiian Club in 
San Jose as well.  So I stay pretty active.  I’m not concerned about lying 
around doing nothing.   
 
 
 
 
 


