
Lurline:  Yes. 
 

Dorothy:  Dorm L? Where were we? 
 

Lurline: Kina’u. Kina’u Hale. 
 

Dorothy: Okay. There were three of us classmates in one room. We had a 
double deck and a single bed. And we had a private bath, you know. And 
then the next room, adjoining room where two higher 
classmates…seniors…schoolmates, not classmates…We had a lot of fun. I 
enjoyed boarding life. We did a lot of things that were taboo.  
 
Interviewer 1: We’re going to have to hear about that, right? 
 
Dorothy: When we took a  shower, we would slide with soap, slide. It 
wasn’t cubicle. It was open.  
 
Betsy:  It was a gang shower. 
 
Dorothy: It was a gang shower. So we could do that. And sometimes, 
taking a shower before dinner was phenomenal. We’d run out of the shower, 
put on a coat, nothing underneath, went to the dining room. Good fun.  
 
Lurline: [Hands over her mouth]…we did?  
 
Dorothy: I did that…[laughter and comments]…cut that out, okay. I 
enjoyed my classes although there were some unfavorable teachers. But all 
in all, I really enjoyed Kamehameha. Our Saturday activities, when we got 
older and we were allowed to dance, we had to be 12 inches apart. Now, I 
see how the children dance…[shakes her head]…very different. Very 
different. 
 
Betsy: And the clothes they wear.  Very different. 
 
All:  Yes…[nodding and laughing in agreement]. 
 
Betsy: We had to bend down. Check you out. Check the length of your 
clothes, see how the sleeves…[rolls her eyes up]…You could never go 
exposed…[hands on her chest]…you had a little bolero, or you had to have a 
shawl on. And they would come around with those 12 inch rulers check you 
out… 



 
Dorothy: …when you were dancing.  And the thing… 
 
Betsy: All our dances were here in the gym.  
 
Dorothy:  Yeah. 
 
Betsy: We didn’t go out to a hotel or anything. So different. Unheard 
of.  
 
Interviewer 1: Your proms… 
 
Dorothy and Betsy together:  No, proms were at the gym.  
 
Betsy: We could invite the outside boys from other schools. You had 
to have his license, you had to have his birthdate, okay from his parents, I 
mean, by the time you told the boy everything, he didn’t want to come up. 
[Laughter.]  Then were left with only the boys from our class. Auwe…We 
had a wonderful time. 
 
Dorothy: And who was that dance teacher… 
 
Interviewer 1: Let’s go on to Helaine… 
 
Helaine: Getting warmed up. Anyway I came up… 
 
Interviewer 1: Your name? 
 
Helaine: Helaine Chock Lung. I came up as an 8th grader and I was the 
only child in my home in Kaua’i. So I was thrilled to get away and be with 
my age group. It was quite exciting because you came up with a limited 
checklist of clothes. You had so many skirts.  A dress was either a dress or 
skirt and blouse. You had, I think, 6 school dresses…[others nod 
affirmatively]…which was composed of a dress or a blouse and skirt, 2 
outing dresses, and I think, 2 white dresses.  So our closets were about so 
wide…[hands span a small space.] 

We  had a checking point done by our housemother and if you had so 
many things you didn’t do correctly you got demerits. And too many 
demerits made you stay in a Saturday and do a work schedule. And we had 
to learn our Bible verses to check-out. So there was a lot of pressure on 
getting out of here.   



Anyway, the girls that I met…Betsy was a day student…and we were 
boarders, three of us.  We had at that time 50 boarders and I think…[some 
discussion with Dorothy]…25 day students. So we had 50 girls and I think 
we had 75 boys and our boys were very polite as they still are. And very 
proper and so were we ‘cause we come from the “old school.” It could have 
been a nunnery up here…and the dress code was very strict and 
Kamehameha Schools looked  solid.  

Just coming up to the grounds makes you feel like you’re coming to a 
place that has stability and knowledge. And the buildings are, as usual, 
magnificent. They still are. And the faculty members were young. They 
came in from different states. And I remember we all had one that came in 
from North Carolina. Right?  
 
All: Oh, yeah…[nodding and laughing in agreement.] 
 
Helaine: Miss Duke was her name and her first class, we all sat there 
with our mouths open because we could not understand what she was 
saying. And she couldn’t understand us. So we were going to study at that 
particular day, about the “ah, “ and the “maukus.” You’re frowning.  
[Giggling] That’s what we did.  And we went, “What did she say?” It was 
the “air” and the “molecules.” And we had a hard time with one another, but 
I think that's important in education—not to have the perfect person, but to 
learn to stretch and reach out for another way. Which I think is lacking in 
some of our studies today. To make different lifestyles, and different 
vocabularies and diction.   
 But Kamehameha Schools really watched over us to the fact that 
sometimes it was a little too much. We were not allowed to wear lipstick. 
We were not allowed to really think about looking pretty. You had to look 
neat and clean and be well-dressed and have ironed clothes.  There was a 
standard of properness. And it still, I hope, lingers. 
 We came in from plantation towns, most of us, if I recall and of 
course, we came in with that solid, wonderful pidgin. Lots of the kids from 
the plantations could understand one another, but the day students had a hard 
time with us because…but you learn. And pidgin, people make fun of it, but 
it’s a reaching of people, too… 
 
Interviewer 1: A mixing of languages… 
 
Helaine: Yes, to mix the Filipinos trying to learn English, and the 
Japanese…our classmates at that time in the public schools were all aliens so 
Kamehameha took us up to a certain level that we did not come from 



because we came from all these different levels. So it took us up to a level 
that would be accepted, I guess, by the normal public. Right? Anyway, we’ll 
go to the next person.  It’s your turn…[turning to Lurline]… 
 
Lurline:  Oh, it’s my turn. My name is Lurline. Lee Thomas…who I 
married and I lived in Wahiawa. Growing up, all we had going to our minds 
was Kamehameha because my Dad was an alumnus. So I knew that we 
would have to get to Kamehameha, but I didn’t get in until my 11th grade 
year. That was disappointing, but anyway…my Dad came to the school 
when I was in school a week in 11th grade and he said, “Guess what? 
Kamehameha called and they’re accepting you.” I said, “Oh, no, after all this 
time.” I was thrilled because it would please my Dad and I wanted to please 
him. But here at Kamehameha…now when she…[pointing to 
Dorothy]…was talking, when she was my first roommate, we had three 
beds, we each took a turn, a week on each bed. The upper bunk, the lower 
bunk and the single bunk. A week on each. 
 
Dorothy:  We rotated  
 
Interviewer 1:  Why did you do that? 
 
. 
Lurline: So we’d get a turn to sleep on the single bunk.  
 
Dorothy:  The top deck, you’d have to climb up there.  
 
Interviewer 1:  Oh, that was nice. Fair… 
 
Lurline:  It was fun. I enjoyed Kamehameha a lot. I learned a lot from 
it… Kamehameha.  I couldn’t get my children in, but that’s beside the point. 
I don’t think I would have enjoyed any other school as much as I did 
Kamehameha. And I’m glad I came here.  
 
Interviewer 1:  And met these wonderful women. 
 
Lurline:   Right!  
 
Interviewer 1:   Okay, now go for it. Let’s hear those stories. 
 
Betsy:   I was a day student. I came in from Kaimuki everyday. I caught 
the bus down here at Kalihi. My uncle, Joe Muyen [sic] was the bus driver 



for 35 years at Kamehameha.  He was also a graduate of Kamehameha. And 
I learned how to drive the bus because I sat next to him every morning for so 
many years. So when I was a senior, they said, “Would you go down, and 
volunteer and take care of the 7th graders?”  That were down at the dorm we 
had in town where Kawaiahaÿo Plaza is now. It was originally a dorm for 7th 
graders. 
 
Interviewer 1:  Oh, yes, Kaÿiulani Home. 
 
Lurline:  Kaÿiulani.  
 
Betsy:  Kaÿiulani. I stayed there for just about the whole year except one 
day, I was going to have a date on Sunday with a young man from 
Farrington.  So I went down and pressed my clothes at night which was 
against the rules and by doing that I had to leave. It was very strict in those 
days. You did something wrong, you had to get out of the unit. So that’s 
how I got out of being a boarder and went to being a day student which was 
all right with me. But, Kamehameha school…it gave me insight…of what it 
is to really, really be…so proud that you are Hawaiian. So proud that you’re 
coming to this wonderful school.  

And you know in those days, whenever you went down to Fort 
Street…was the most important place to go on Saturdays, your day off, any 
other school would come walking through the Fort Street Mall and you 
knew who the Kamehameha students were, who the boys were by the way 
they were distinguished and just so outstanding compared to the rest. No 
matter…they had on their uniforms and they looked just so super.  It was the 
ROTC uniform.  And other girls from other schools would come by and 
we’d sit over there and say, “Hmm, looking the crop over,” you know. I 
mean, you know us. 

It was really wonderful. The education up here was very good, you 
know, the teachers that we had. We had a very good sports program. We had 
wonderful talented teachers that taught us all different types of music… 
 


