
Kiha:  …I was brought to the familiarization of where the campus buildings 
were, the classroom buildings and I remember attending my first class. I was 
excited; I had some anxiety of what was to happen.  As I remember, I had 
what I would call a motherly English which her name was Mrs. Kauaihilo 
and she made me feel at ease and comfortable and made me feel at home.  
From then on, I didn’t have that anxiety.  She was the person that made my 
stay at Kamehameha a feeling of belonging.   
 A person like myself coming from a non-regimented household, I was 
not used to being told what to do, when to do it and how to do it.  It 
appeared like my life was being controlled by a clock that was on the wall.  
Throughout my five years at Kamehameha, I was gradually getting 
accustomed to the regimentation, but it took me about four years to become 
regimented to the lifestyle and I remember being called to the office several 
times because of infractions that I did.  I remember being called to the office 
and they…Mr. Bailey and the other teachers…informed me that if I don’t 
straighten out and don’t behave I would be dismissed and of course, the last 
year, I kind of settled down and did what I was supposed to do.  And to my 
surprise, upon graduation I was voted the most improved student award, or 
whatever that entailed.   
 There were several achievements that I managed to do during my last 
year, appointed to student body.  I enjoyed playing sports.  I played on the 
basketball varsity as well as the varsity track.   
 Upon graduation, I was drafted into the service, the U.S. Army and 
was stationed at Schofield Barracks.  I served three years in the military.  
My last year I got married while I was in the service and I kind of looked at 
what it would be like upon discharge from the U.S. Army and I said I can’t 
make it on the outside with my current background, so I extended another 
year in the military service, wrote to the colleges in the United States to see 
which college would accept me.  I was looking for a particular college that 
would provide the preparatory courses and classes that I knew I needed after 
being out of the mainstream of education for three years and you can forget 
a lot in 3 years, yet another 1 year.   
 I managed to locate a school in Milwaukee, Wisconsin that would 
provide this prep course and so it required 1 year then it would work in to 
the first year college program.  During that one year I took all the courses 
math, English and chemistry.  I stayed two years at the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering and that school was strictly and tailored to engineering more so 
than the Liberal Arts.  It required intensive study habits, so social life was 
non-existent.  I attended college under the GI Bill which was not adequate, 
so I worked part-time after I got out of school.  I was fortunate that the 
person I worked for had asked me one day, if I wanted to bring my wife and 



children…I had 2 children at the time…and my wife…which was a Kilauea 
girl, that I married…was staying with my parents.  So my employer had said 
if I wanted to bring her up?  I said, “That’s a foolish question, but I can’t 
afford it on my part-time work and the GI Bill.”  He said, “Don’t worry 
about it, make the reservations, fly her up and I’ll take care of everything.”  
He paid for my wife and children’s flight from Honolulu to Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and I was able to find adequate accommodations while going to 
school.  I transferred from Milwaukee School of Engineering to Milwaukee 
Institute of Technology and upon graduation I was fortunate that the Boeing 
Airplane Company which is now Boeing Aerospace Division had a recruiter 
on campus.  When I graduated, the economic situation in the United States 
was not as it is today – of course.  And so he says – I can only take the top 
four students in the class.  There were four of us that were selected and then 
we graduated in June.  Then in July I had my telegram from the Boeing 
Company saying, “You’re hired and we’re flying you and your family to 
Seattle.”   
 So I started working for the Boeing Company in their aerospace 
program.  I worked for the Boeing Company from 1958-1995 in various 
fields of engineering, including dealing with the B-52 aircraft and then I 
went into the missile program working on the minute man missile.  Then I 
went into the energy management system which deals with the power 
distribution as well as computer control systems – so I was elated when they 
told me I was tasked to functionally install, check out and train individuals at 
the Honolulu Board of Water Works.   
 We designed the operation of tests on that computer system to the 
Honolulu Board of Water Works.  So it took me about a month to get the 
system installed and the programs checked out and the people familiar with 
the program before I left to go back to Seattle.  After leaving that energy 
management systems after I transferred back to Boeings military systems 
and worked on the last program that I was associated with, which dealt with 
the current fighter that was used in the military called the F117 all weather 
fighter.  So that concluded my employment with the Boeing military 
services.   
 Currently, I’m volunteering my services with the Kamehameha 
Schools Alumni Association, Washington/Alaska states.  I served when we 
were instituted into the umbrella in 1993 when it first started.  Served in 
several positions, Board of Directors as well as the officers, treasurer and 
currently I am the Vice-President of the Washington Region.   
 I’m deeply involved with the religious support of the Catholic Church 
and belonging to the Knights of Columbus which we have our state 
conventions as well as national conventions in New Haven, Connecticut.  



I’ve also had the opportunity to travel to Toronto Canada for our supreme 
convention.  We have all the 51 states as well as Puerto Rico and the 
Philippines and some of the other countries that have representatives to the 
supreme council.  I had the opportunity to meet and talk with the Hawaiÿi 
delegates.  It was more of a homecoming in terms of talking to the delegates 
from Hawaiÿi to see what the current situation was in the islands.   
 I’m contemplating on building a home on Kauaÿi in Anahola.  I was 
allocated a lot in Anahola under the Dept. of Homelands, so I’m trying to 
consult with a representative on Kauaÿi to formalize a design and plan for 
construction.  Probably within a couple of years be a resident of Hawaiÿi as 
well as Seattle, Washington – commute because my moÿopuna’s are there 
and spend some time in both locations – enjoy the life in Hawaii and 
currently that’s where I’m at.  
 
Interviewer:  With the many years at Boeing – to see all the technology 
change must have been an experience.   
 
Kiha:  Yes – I went from a time when computer hardware would take up a 
whole room to what you see today in micro technology and the design and 
simplicity.  As a computer analyst, when you have hardware engineers on 
one hand and software engineers on the other and when the two don’t work, 
that’s when I get the call.  Then, I have to interpret the hardware/software 
and resolve the conflicts with what works.  Technology has come a long, 
long way.  The computers you’re seeing today – I’m certain you’ll be seeing 
computers that are even smaller.  It’s unlimited.  As I envision the future, I 
can almost see computers would be imbedded and you would be 
communicating between your sensory…in your brain into your imbedded 
computer.  You wouldn’t have the manual interaction.  This is what I’m 
looking at…yes, that’s certainly a possibility.  It’s an interesting field. 
 
Interviewer:  Back to school days.  Were you a boarder? 
 
Kiha:  I boarded my 5 years.  I remember when I first came in  and I…of 
course, we were young…and we were always hungry, and of course, 
cafeteria was up at the Girls’ School…the dining hall was at the Girls’ 
School.   Being involved in sports and because you know how things work 
out…between the underclassmen and the seniors…you know you get 
involved doing things for the seniors and whatever, so you were the last to 
head up to the dining room and it’s usually five minutes late and you have to 
be there so you’re running up, all the way up.  In your youth – you’re 
healthy, and you’re energetic and you’re running up that stairs. I remember 



running up to the cafeteria up to the Girls’ dorm. It was somehow at the 
time…I believe…   
 At the time I enjoyed being in a program at that time I felt was ideal, I 
mean, only boys, and only girls.  There isn’t that “man thing” being 
distracted because girls are in the class. (laughter)  I’m a firm believer of 
discipline and I’m sure you’ve heard – gosh, we should have had the ROTC 
because of certain situations that wasn’t made possible.  Everything has 
changed. The discipline situation has changed. The dress code has changed 
and that is expected.  Changes are made for the better.  Some are good, some 
are bad.  But then…that’s what living and choices are all about.  You make 
those choices whether good, or bad and in time you’ll get the results. 
 
Interviewer:  Did you have a uniform when you were here? 
 
Kiha:  Yes – that’s what surprised me.  It was infrequent that I wore shoes  
so coming as a 7th grader and dressing in at that time khaki uniforms and a 
tie was certainly  a huge transition for me.  So every time I went to class, the 
first thing I did was slip my shoes off and loosen the buttons on the cuffs of 
my long sleeved shirt. 
 
Interviewer:  Were there infractions for that? 
 
Kiha:  There were, but I didn’t make it as obvious. 
 
Interviewer:  Not like our kids now, so bold. 
 
Kiha:  That again was another interesting phase during my life here at 
Kamehameha Schools as well as the thrill, the prestige, and honor of being 
one of the classes that had dress uniforms and it gave you that feeling of 
belonging and the feeling of excelling in whatever you were doing.   
 I think my early life here at Kamehameha…gave me one distinct 
element of achievement and that one word that sticks in my mind right now 
is perseverance.  Whatever the situation or whatever goals you set to achieve 
to get there from here, you have to overcome certain obstacles to get there 
and this is why I think perseverance has a lot to do with that and I don’t 
think that if I didn’t have it I wouldn’t be here today because all of my life 
after leaving Kauaÿi for Kamehameha Schools I was more, or less 
independent.  Coming from Kauaÿi small town, to a big town like Honolulu 
and leaving Honolulu for the first time in my life to go to the mainland all by 
myself and traveling all the way from San Francisco to Wisconsin on a train 
– and on, and on, and on.  But you have to make those choices. –  



 
Interviewer:  In those days, how long was the train ride?  Do you recall? 
 
Kiha:  The train ride from San Francisco to Chicago was three days because 
we were on what… at that time…was defined as a “milk run.”  So if there 
was any late train, we would have to pull off on the spur  and the train went 
by, then we’d get back on and travel.  In Chicago, I had to transfer to another 
train up to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and after getting there, of course, its just 
another…what shall I say, another not obstacle…but another endeavor to try 
to find a living quarters and those multitude of things that come to you when 
you get there because when you leave here you have no point of contact 
there until you get there and you have to decide where you gonna stay, 
where the location you can get food, how you can get the food,  stores… 
 
Interviewer:  Not like today, we have the computer internet you can prepare 
everything before you leave. 
 
Kiha:  You develop all of these work ethics and communication skills 
whatever,  as you go along and make those choices.  Again, getting back to 
my favorite word is “perseverance” while here in Kamehameha Schools. If I 
didn’t pursue that one goal, I think I wouldn’t have graduated like I said.  It 
was either as they say in today’s cliché, it’s the school’s way or the highway.  
 I believe the Schools they had their own guidelines and rules and 
regulations and everyone should abide by them and that’s probably  the field 
of disciplinary action – whatever, the school thought was right. Getting back 
to Kamehameha Schools,  I think the only thing that I can recall that I feel 
that I was not probably properly educated and I missed out here at the 
School because as you recall during that particular years from  ’46 – ’51,  
there were 3 categories of learning – you got the college prep, you got the 
general and you got the vocational and of course, I was put in the vocational 
course and  so I missed out on the higher math and the chemistry and the 
physics and so I felt that did not prepare me for when I decided to go to 
college. 
 
Interviewer:  Did you have a choice?  How was that determined? Whether 
it was vocational or… 
 
Kiha:  It was to my recollection…it was never explained to me.  When I 
went to orientation class that I mentioned earlier, they just told me I was in 
the vocational class, but I don’t know how I got there – I was just there.  I 
accepted it, but I still managed to do things that I felt gave me  a position of 



leadership like student body treasurer and company commander in the 
ROTC program, also as an outside activity in the YMCA program  I was 
the....and I don’t know whether they still have the program here in 
Honolulu…where you are a Boy Governor for a  day – out of all the schools 
Punahou,  Mid-Pacific and all the schools – the delegates there at our 
convention at ÿIolani Palace had elected me as the Boy Governor for that 
convention.  This all leads up to that culmination. Again my favorite word 
“perseverance.”  It took me awhile, but I got into the mainstream. 
 
Interviewer:  It’s interesting because today people are feeling we need to 
build up on the vocational side of things. 
 
Kiha:  You can say that, and you can also say that we need some sort of 
leadership program to replace the ROTC that we did have.  To answer your 
question, being in the work force for some 30-40 years, and currently, I do 
see there needs to be courses in some vocational programs.  ‘Cause as you’re 
well aware of, there is a need for in the work force arena for people to 
service these… , whatever  mechanical …manufacturing plants.  There 
needs to be some resources to address that problem.  
   
Interviewer:  Yes – to balance out. 
 
Kiha:  Otherwise you’re just going be…having just people with skills 
in…shall I say…upper management, middle management  and I think you 
see that today, where the people in these positions, upper management, 
middle management, or professional arena not having the skills to do the 
mechanical work so they are hiring people these people to do their work.  
You see that quite often and I do too,  whereas previously dads use to come 
home do that type of work, but not any more.   I see a need for vocational – 
whether it be here on campus, or at satellite locations. You know, where the 
satellite locations could be totally dedicated to that effort, separate from the 
academia here. 
 


