
Thomas:  My name is Thomas Honolulu Hughes.  I’m from Hilo right now, 
but I was born here on Oÿahu but grew up on Kauaÿi.  I was interviewed on 
Kauaÿi for Kamehameha Schools by Reverend Stephen Desha and Mr. 
Bailey.  I was attending Waimea High & Elementary School in those days 
and I came in as an 8th grader here to the campus in 1947.  It was difficult for 
outside islanders to come to Oÿahu and go to school because we were away 
from our family, but I think at first it was difficult.  But I came to 
Kamehameha with two classmates from Waimea so we became very close in 
the dormitory.  I lived in Lunalilo Dorm for 4 years on campus and never 
changed room all those years.  Mr. Caldwell was my math teacher. He was 
also the Dorm Master on my floor.  He was very helpful with all our studies 
in school.  Very good at counseling and helping us.  The dorm was full with 
boys during the year.  Some were lost and some of it was because they had a 
hard time being away from home.   
 
Inter:  They’re homesick. 
 
Thomas:  They were homesick.   
 
Inter:  You never got homesick? 
 
Thomas:  I got homesick, but I think I had enough local relatives that I used 
to go out on Saturday, and learned to catch the bus to relative’s houses.  
Spend weekends when I had weekend passes with them.  It was not as bad, it 
was bad at first but then it got better during the year as we found our way 
around.  We had a lot of good teachers.  I remember Reverend Desha as 
being an inspirational individual who encouraged Hawaiians to do their best 
to succeed.  I think he was the inspiration for me when I was in the 8th grade.  
Ms. Kauaihilo was our teacher.  She was the mother image of the campus at 
that time and took very good care of all of us in her English class.  We had 
some strict people like Mr. Caldwell, but we learned a lot from the strict 
teachers.  We had ROTC and our class was first ones to go back to the (I 
think) the West Point Uniforms – the blue and the gray.  We had a lot of 
things that our class did as firsts, trying to give a good impression for the 
people who followed us.  We had a very good Hawaiian teacher which was 
Reverend Desha and from my class we had several that became ministers 
who were very influenced I believe by Reverend Desha.  He was the 
Chaplain at the time and had a lot of impact on a lot of us who did not 
become religious leaders in the community and we are very active in our 
church.  Reverend Mulholland also took us through the reading of scriptures 
and chapel.  Something you remember about Reverend Desha was the 



discipline, I know he knew every youngster in school and I can remember 
him when someone fell a sleep in chapel, picking the individual out by name 
and having the individual by name next to them, wake the individual and 
then he would give us a lecture about our lahui having to wake up and move 
ahead.  And I think that’s what we’re trying to do today.  Say to the 
youngsters, “Push ahead, get better and move ahead.”  I was not in the – I 
was in the “B” class.  I was not in the “A” class for the college prep class.  I 
was in the general studies group.  I did go to Punahou during the summer to 
catch some classes that I needed to attend college.  I attended Oregon State 
College which was my father’s alma mater. And it ended up that I also 
graduated from Oregon State and went to work in Civil Service.   
 
Inter:  In what field did you graduate in? 
 
Thomas:  It was general Science.  I had intended to go into teaching, but I felt 
I didn’t have what it took to be a good teacher.  My mother, Violet Kimokeo 
was Class of ’32 and she was a school teacher and she retired with over 30 
years as a school teacher and that was sort of my inspiration to become a 
school teacher also.  My father was an engineer and I tried engineering and 
found I was way over my head.  I decided I would go into Science.  I ended 
up working for the State of Hawaiÿi as an Industrial Hygienist, but we did 
work that involved asbestos, chemicals within the work community.  So I 
worked and retired from the state of Hawaii as an Occupational Safety and 
Health Consultant working with employers to try and improve their work 
place and safety.  
 
Inter:  So you went to college and came right back home?   
 
Thomas:  After I left Kamehameha, I went to college for a year and Uncle 
Sam was hot on my heels so I joined the United States Coast Guard where 
my Uncle William Kimokeo had enlisted so I ended up in the Coast Guard.  
I spent four years in the Coast Guard and I was an electrician stationed in 
Seattle, Washington.  I took training in Alameda, California.  And then I was 
stationed in Seattle Washington on an Air Sea Rescue Ship and the ship was 
eventually a year or two later transferred to Sand Island in Honolulu and so 
we traveled here out of Honolulu.  We worked from Honolulu to ditching 
points half way to Japan and Midway and we did that for the four years that 
was in the service.  So after I finished the service, I went back to Oregon 
State and finished on my GI Bill.  I came back to Honolulu and I worked in 
retail, clothing retail for a while and I got married and I moved to Ohio and 
worked in the retail business, men’s clothing retail in Ohio. I attended Kent 



State University to brush up on business practices and I eventually moved 
back to Oÿahu 16 years later and went back to the Department of Labor,  the 
State of Hawaii and worked there until I retired… 
 


