
YVONNE:   I think so.  Being born in Hawaiÿi on its own has helped.  I  
  learned a lot at Kamehameha. I’m proud to have gone to  
  this school. I’m proud to be a Hawaiian.  Too bad I had to  
  fall in love with a Filipino, but that way you can’t have  
  everything.  I would have been a firm believer of   
  perpetuating the race, but it just happens.  Everything  
  evolves and I just have to accept it.  Even in the country I  
  live in now.   
 

 Another thing,  the country we live in is like 40 years 
behind how we were brought up.  It’s just so fascinating.  
And then having the English influence.  It’s like having two 
different things.  It’s been interesting learning all of that.  
Yes, there will always be that Hawaiian in me, that 
friendliness.  I kind of hope I can continue that, but people 
don’t know where Hawaiÿi is anyway.  It’s like people in 
Hawaiÿi, I tell them I live in Belize and they’re like where is 
that? It works both ways.  I feel good about that yet.  
 
 My husband and I in the beginning used to have 
lüaÿus. We use to have people—not bring potluck-- we’d 
have people make a lei out of whatever they wanted and 
they had to help entertain and it doesn’t matter what.  We 
would do small groups.  Life fourteen—I would have five 
Belizean couples and five expats whether they were Peace 
Corps or whatever, but I made sure they were compatible.  
I’d invite different people at different times.  Just have fun!   
 

  …Then we decided—we did a bed and breakfast at our  
  place.  We’d had people visit. What we did through the bed  
  and breakfast, people wanted to visit the Maya families and  
  wanted to have breakfast or lunch there.  We started that,  
  then other people said,  “We’d like to stay with them.”  So  
  in 1990,  we started a program called the Host Family   
  Network where people could come and stay in their houses.  
  We still have that program today.  I’m still trying to figure  
  out how to turn over ownership to them.  I just manage it.  I 
  do all the emails and I find that computers are very   
  important for that communication thing.  None of my   
  village coordinators has that access to them… 


